








The Town of Charlestown is pleased to dedicate this year's Annual Report to
Lovell Comstock, Charlestown native since 1910, who is presently serving his
48th consecutive year as Trustee of Trust Funds for the Town. Lovell has also
held the position of Silsby Library Trustee for 15 years. His interests outside the
public sector include membership in the Masons for about 40 years and Trustee
and Honorary Member of the Springfield Hospital.
In 1996, Lovell was honored with the "Service Above Self award by the
Charlestown Rotary, of which he was a charter member.
As a businessman and owner, with his wife Charlene, of "Sunnyfields"
Greenliouse since 1927, Lovell donates countless plants and flowers to church
bazaars, holiday tables at Senior Meals and a multitude of town ftmctions. For
over 50 years, he has planted the old watering trough in fi^ont of the Silsby
Library as a gift to the town.
Lovell enjoys imparting snatches of historical data, long forgotten by many in the
community, and can always be counted on to leave you smiling, whether he is






For the Year Ending
December 31, 1996
PLEASE BRING THIS ANNUAL REPORT WITH YOU




Weekdays: 8:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., except holidays. Tel. 826-4400, Fax 826-5181
SELECTMEN MEET - Community Room, First and third Wednesdays, 7:00 P.M.
TOWN CLERK
Monday: 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. and 1:30 to 6:00 P.M. Tel. 826-5821
Tuesday to Friday: 8:00 A.M. to 1 :00 P.M. and
1:30 to 4:00 P.M., except holidays
TAX COLLECTOR - same hours as Town Clerk
DIRECTOR OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Tuesday and Thursday: 8:30 A.M. to 3:30 P.M. Tel. 826-5266
Wednesday by appointment
PLANNING BOARD
Community Room, First and third Tuesdays, 7:00 P.M. Tel. 826-5368
TRANSFER STATION
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. Tel. 826-3201
Saturday: 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Winter: 7AM to 5PM
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Community Room, Fourth Thursday of each month: 7:30 P.M.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
First Wednesday of each month: 7:00 P.M.
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS :
Police, Ambulance and Fire 911










STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN
1997 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT
TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN, NEW
HAMPSHIRE, who are qualified to vote in Town affairs,
TAKE NOTICE AND BE WARNED that the First Session of the Annual Town
Meeting of the Town of Charlestown, New Hampshire, will be held at the Charlestown
Elementary School gymnasium, on Tuesday, March 11, 1997, commencing at 7:00 P.M.,
to transact the following business: To discuss and to propose amendments to the 1997
Budget and Warrant.
Thereafter, on Wednesday, March 19, 1997, commencing at 7:15 P.M., in the
Community Room of the Municipal Building, 26 Railroad Street, there will be a public
hearing on the results of the first session.
Finally, on Tuesday, April 8, 1997, voting will be by Official Ballot, on all
warrant articles, in the Community Room of the Municipal Building, 26 Railroad Street,
commencing at 8:00 A.M. Voting will conclude at 7:00 P.M. unless the Town Meeting
votes to keep the polls open to a later time.
ARTICLE 1. To elect the necessary Town Officers, for their respective terms .
ARTICLE 2. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #1.
The official copy of Amendment #1 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #1 will correct street names, add/delete/correct text for purposes of
clarification, revise zone district titles and include a statement of purpose for each of the
zoning districts."
ARTICLE 3. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #2 .
The official copy of Amendment #2 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #2 will expand Zone A to East Street on the east and to 250' west of
North West Street Extension, North West Street and 300' west of South West Street, on
the west (excepting those areas which are designated as Zone B) and will clarify the uses
and densities permitted and specify the set-backs for the zone in Section 8.5.1."
ARTICLE 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #3.
The official copy of Amendment #3 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #3 will add the areas within Crown Point Heights and Hidden Valley
to the residential Zone A-1 and will clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify
the set-backs for the zone in Section 8.5.2."
ARTICLE 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestovm Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #4 (vote by Official Ballot).
The official copy of Amendment #4 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #4 will add a large-lot residential Zone A-2, between East Street and
Birch Drive, and will clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify the set-backs
for the zone in Section 8.5.3."
ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #5.
The official copy of Amendment #5 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #5 will add an area bounded by River and Bridge Streets, between
the railroad track and Main Street, and an area 125' deep on the south side of Sullivan
Street, running from Main Street to East Street, to the Business Zone B, and will clarify
the uses and densities permitted and specify the set-backs for the zone in Section 8.5.4."
ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #6.
The official copy of Amendment #6 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #6 will include provisions for cluster zoning, on lots over fifteen
acres in size, and will clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify the set-backs of
for Zone E, in Section 8.5.7."
ARTICLE 8. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #7.
The official copy of Amendment #7 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and "ill be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #7 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestovm Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #7 wall add a Village Residential and Agricultural Zone E-1, in
North Charlestown, and will clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify the
set-backs for the zone in Section 8.58."
ARTICLE 9. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #8.
The official copy of Amendment #8 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #8 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #8 will add an Industrial/Business Zone F-3 bounded by Cardinal
Haven and Morway's Mobile Home parks, Route 12 and Old Claremont Road, and will
clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify the building heights and set-backs for
the zone, in Section 8.5.9.1, will require that all projects meet the development standards
wathin the Site Plan Review Regulations, and will add requirements to the Performance
Standards of Section 8.5.9.3 which will require positive findings that a project's traffic
safety, lighting, particulate matter, radiation and potential for contamination of ground or
surface water would not be detrimental to the neighborhood."
ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment 9.
The official copy of Amendment #9 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and wnll be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #9 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #9 vnW add an Industrial/Business Zone F-4, in North Charlestown,
bounded by land of the Boston & Maine Railroad, Maxham and Lufkin and the New
England Central Railway on the east, Gowen's Crossing Road and land of Putnam Farms
on the south, and, in Section 8.5.9.1, will clarify the uses and densities permitted and
specify the building heights and set-backs for the zone, wall require that all projects meet
the development standards within the Site Plan Review Regulations, and will add
requirements to the Performance Standards of Section 8.5.9.3 which will require positive
findings that a project's traffic safety, lighting, particulate matter, radiation and potential
for contamination of ground or surface water would not be detrimental to the
neighborhood."
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ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #10.
The official copy of Amendment #10 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #10 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #10 will add an Industrial/Business Zone F-5, in North Charlestown,
bounded by Route 12A, land of Rahbany, the Connecticut River and the Claremont City
line, and , in Section 8.5.9, will clarify the uses and densities permitted and specify the
building heights and set-backs for the zone and will add requirements to the Performance
Standards of Section 8.5.9.3 which would require positive findings that a project's traffic
safety, lighting, particulate matter, radiation and potential for contamination of ground or
surface water would not be detrimental to the neighborhood."
ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #11.
The official copy of Amendment #11 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #11 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #1 1 will revise Section 8.4.1 to provide for development of lots and
changes to and expansion of uses made non-conforming by zoning changes, with the
exception of those deemed a hazard to drinking water supplies."
ARTICLE 13. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #12.
The official copy of Amendment #12 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #12 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #12 will revise Section 8.4.2 to require removal of vacated
manufactured homes, not connected to approved sanitary facilities and not having a
permit for use as storage facilities, to be removed within thirty days."
ARTICLE 14. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #13.
The official copy of Amendment #13 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #13 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
9
Amendment #13 will, in Section 8.4.3, require demolition permits for the removal
of buildings or portions thereof in all zones and in Section 8.7.2 -Enforcement."
ARTICLE 15. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #14.
The official copy of Amendment #14 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #14 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #14 will, in Section 8.4.4, allow owners of a property split by a zone
to elect the zoning of either of the abutting districts for that area lying within 75' of the
zone boundaiy."
ARTICLE 16. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #15.
The official copy of Amendment #15 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #15 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #15 will, in Section 8.4.9, prohibit placement of manufactured
housing in the designated National Historic District on Main Street."
ARTICLE 17. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #16.
The official copy of Amendment #16 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #16 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #16 will add Section 8.4.10 prohibiting placement of fences or
plantings which would hinder the visibility of the traveling public and will require that
fences and storage sheds not infringe on neighboring properties ."
ARTICLE 18. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #17.
The official copy of Amendment #17 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #17 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #17 will require that all site plans, including those for municipal
buildings and structures, meet or exceed the Development Standards, relating to access,
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egress, lighting, noise, traffic, buffers, emissions, etc., contained within the Town of
Charlestown Site Plan Review Regulations."
ARTICLE 19. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #18.
The official copy of Amendment #18 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #18 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #18 will prohibit placement of manufactured homes in Zone A."
ARTICLE 20. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #19.
The official copy of Amendment #19 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #19 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #19 will set minimum lot sizes of two acres in Zones E and E-1 in
Sections 8.5.7 and 8.5.8."
ARTICLE 2L To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #20 (vote by Official
Ballot).
The official copy of Amendment #20 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #20 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #20 will add an area previously Zoned A, Lying between South
Main Street and the railroad tracks, south of the A Zone at Paris Avenue and Lower
Landing Road, running to the so-called south underpass, to Zone E, and will clarify the
uses and densities permitted and specify the set-backs for the zone in Section 8.5.7."
ARTICLE 22. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #21
.
The official copy of Amendment #21 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #21 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #21 will add Section 9, Drinking Water Protection Ordinance to the
Zoning Ordinance, as an overlay zone."
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ARTICLE 23. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #22.
The official copy of Amendment #22 is on file and available to the public in the
Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of Town Meeting. The
following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #22 as proposed by the Planning Board for the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #22 will amend the Town of Charlestown Building Code, to adopt
by reference the most recently adopted National building, fire, life safety, electric and
plumbing codes, and to set permit fees from which the Building Inspector shall be paid."
ARTICLE 24. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as follows:
"Are you in favor of the Zoning Amendment as submitted to the Charlestown
Planning Board, by residents of the Beaudry Development, for amending the
Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
The petition asks that the section of the Town of Charlestown, commonly referred
to as the 'Beaudry Development, which includes Michael Avenue, Ann Avenue, Thomas
Avenue, Emile Avenue and Coral Avenue, be changed in designation in the Zoning
Regulations from Zone E to Zone A-1, Rural Residential."
By petition The Planning Board Supports this Article
ARTICLE 25. Shall the provisions for voting by official ballot on all issues before the
Town, of Charlestown under RSA 40:13 be limited to election of officers and certain
other questions?
By Petition 3/5 vote required.
ARTICLE 26. To hear the reports of the various Town Officers and to take proper
action thereon.
ARTICLE 27. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell property
acquired by the Town Tax Collector's deed, either at a public auction or by advertised,
sealed bids, as provided by RSA 80:42-11.
ARTICLE 28. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply for,
accept and expend, without further action by the Town Meeting, money from the state.
Federal or other governmental unit or private source, which becomes available during the
fiscal year, to be used for the purposes for which the Town may legally appropriate
money and in accordance with and pursuant to the requirements ofRSA 31:95-b.
ARTICLE 29. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of the receipt of taxes, to pay current maintenance and operational
expenses, as provided in RSA 33:7 of the Municipal Finance Act.
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ARTICLE 30. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,466,548, which represents $1,968,960, for the Town operating budget, $326,743, for
the Water Fund budget and $170,845, for the Sewer Fund budget.
ARTICLE 31. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$50,000 for the purpose of conducting the first half of a complete reappraisal of the
Town, with a similar appropriation to be requested, for the completion of the contract, m
1998.
The Selectmen do not support this appropriation.
ARTICLE 32. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate a sum of up to
$750,000, in order to undertake the renovation of, additions to and improved handicap
accessibility of the municipal/library building and so-called Bakery Buildingand to
authorize the issuance of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the
Municipal Finance Act (RSA Chapter 33) and to authorize the municipal officials to
issue and negotiate such bonds and to determine the rate of interest thereon.
2/3 vote required. The Selectmen support this appropriation.
ARTICLE 33. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $ 1 ,648,
for the support of Southwestern Community Services, for assistance provided to
Charlestown residents.
The Selectmen do not suppoit this appropriation.
ARTICLE 34. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of up to
$15,000 to help purchase or acquire a building and or make necessary building
alterations for a much needed Charlestown Senior Citizen Center.
By Petition. The Selectmen do not support this appropriation.
ARTICLE 35. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$15,000 for the Fort at No. Four for the Siege of 1747 reenactment and to allow for free
admission of the citizens of Charlestown for the Siege in July of 1997 and for the season
of 1997. The Selectmen support this appropriation, 2Y, IN.
ARTICLE 36. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$30,000 for the appraisal of all utilities within the Town.
The Selectmen do not support this appropriation.
ARTICLE 37. To see if the voters will amend the Town's elderly exemption.
An article will be placed on the official ballot of the second session of the Annual
Meeting as follows:
"Shall we amend the property tax exemption for the elderly? The exemptions,
based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, shall be $10,000, $15,000 and $20,000,
based upon the age of the homeowner. Ages which correspond to the stated exemptions
are 65-70, 70-75 and 75 and older respectively, To qualify, a person must be at least 65
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years of age, must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least five years, and must
own and occupy the real estate, individually or jointly, as their primary place of
residence. If the real estate is owned by a spouse, the couple must have been married for
at least five yeare. In addition, the taxpayer must have a net income of not more than
$13,400, or, if married, a combined net income not exceeding $20,400 and own net
assets not in excess of $35,000, excluding the value of the person's residence."
ARTICLE 38. To see if the voters will adopt an exemption for the totally and
permanendy disabled.
An article will placed on the official ballot for the second session of the annual
meeting as follows;
"Shall we adopt an exemption for the totally and permanently disabled? The
exemption, based on assessed value, for qualified taxpayers, shall be $10,000. To
qualify, the person must have been a New Hampshire resident for at least five years and
own and occupy the real estate, individually or joindy, or if the real estate is owned by a
spouse, they must have been mairied for at least 5 years. In addition, the taxpayer must
have a net income of not more than $13,400, or, if married, a combined net income not
exceeding $20,400 and own net assets not in excess of $35,000 excluding the value of
the person's residence."
ARTICLE 39. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,000 to be paid into the Community Recreational Facility Capital Reserve Fund,
established in 1995 pursuant to RSA 35:1, for the construction of a community
recreational facility.
The Selectmen do not support this appropriation.
ARTICLE 40. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions ofRSA 202-A:4-d
authorizing the library trustees to accept gifts of personal property, other than money,
which may be offered to the library for any public purpose, provided, however, that no
acceptance of personal property by the library trustees shall be deemed to bind the Town
or the library trustees to raise, appropriate or expend any public funds for the operation,
maintenance, repair or replacement of such personal property.
ARTICLE 41. To see it the Town will vote to contract for the provision of dispatching
services for its Police Department.
ARTICLE 42. To transact any other business which may legally come before the
meeting.











97 BUDGET 96 ACTUAL 96 BUDGET
Interest on Invest. $3,300 $3,621 $3,000
Other Income $70
Total Water Revenue $346,967 $741,238 $713,501
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SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Tax Year 1996
Value of Land Only Acres 96 Assessed
Current Use (At C.U. Values) 13,108.38 $ 1,449,590
Conservat. Restrict-. Assmt. (at C.U.) 331.4 23,600
Residential 18,270.82 27,555,000
Commercial/Industrial 765.6 3,751,300
Total of Taxable Land 32,476.2 $ 32,779,850
Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable $ 2,658,250
Value of Buildings Only
Residential 74,809,140
Manufactured Housing 1 5,067,300
Commercial/Industrial 18,778,000
Total of Taxable Buildings $ 108,654,440
Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable $ 13,302,750
Public Utilities
Central VT Public Service 2 1 2,248
Connecticut Valley Electric 1 46, 1 37
Granite State Electric 1 , 1 28,964
New England Power 1,329,753
N.H. Electric Coop. 1,013,580
Total Public Utilities $ 3,830,682
Exemptions Number/Amount
Blind Exemptions 6 15,000 90,000
Elderly Exemptions 92 1,475,000
Total Amount of Exemptions $ 1,565,000
Net Valuation on Which the Tax Rate Is Computed $ 143,699,972
Tax Credit Limits/Number
Totally and Pemianently
disabled veterans $1,400 7 9,800
Other War Service Credit 100 369 36,900




To the inhabitants of the Town of Charlestown, New Hampshire, who are
qualified to vote in Town affairs, take notice and be warned that the Annual
Town Meeting of the Town of Charlestown, New Hampshire, will be held at the
Charlestown Elementary School gymnasium, on Tuesday, March 12, 1996,
commencing at 8:00 A.M., to transact the following business (The polls will be
open from 8:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M., for the purpose ofvoting on ballot Articles
1 through 8, unless the Town Meeting votes to keep the polls open to a latter
time. All other articles will be presented, discussed and acted upon beginning at
7:00 P.M.):
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 A.M. by the Moderator, Charles L.
Cliild, with the reading of the warrant in its entirety. Polls were opened at 8:15
A.M. It was announced that the absentee ballots would be cast at 2:00 P.M..
Absentee ballots were cast at 2:00 and finished at 2:10 P.M..
The Business Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. by Charles L. Child who
then led us with the Pledge of Allegiance. At this point he asked for a moment
of silence for Mrs. Martha Frizzell who had served in various positions for the
Town of Charlestown, the Fall Mt. Regional School District and also the State
ofNew Hampshire. He then read over liis rules for his procedure for the evening




Members of audience not registered to vote-please sit on the back
bleachers to my left. Voters please take a seat on the main floor or in the
south bleachers. Any voter wishing to challenge another voter, please
speak to one of the tellers or to the Town Clerk.
2. After voting is completed and the polls are declared closed, I have
appointed Irene Makinen, as Assistant Moderator in charge of counting
ballots with the Ballots Clerks and Supervisprs of the Checklist to count
on stage. When a ballot vote is required, I will call the Clerks and
Supervisors back to the floor to accomplish that task.
3. If this meeting should recess to another evening, no action on articles
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already acted upon will be reconsidered on the succeeding evening.
4. All motions on articles will be made in writing. The Moderator will
recognize only a positive statement motion so that a yes vote will be in
favor and a no vote against the idea expressed in the motion.
5. Persons wishing to have a ballot vote should request that in writing,
with five or more signatures of registered voters at the beginning of the
meeting to the Town Clerk.
6. All persons wishing a chance to speak to a motion will please sign up
in advance of the article or articles by either
a. Speaking to the Town Clerk or
b. Writing your name and article(s) you wish to speak to on a slip
of paper and giving it to one of the tellers who will in tumgive it
to the Town Clerk to prepare for me. The tellers have shps of paper
for this use. Please sign up for those particular articles you plan to
speak to.
After the people who have signed up speak (and you may choose not to speak
even ifyou have signed up), the floor will then be opened for fiirther discussion.
The Moderator will, however, recognize at this time a motion to call for the
questions and a 2/3 vote at this time will stop debate and bring a vote on the
main motion. A further suggestion was made by the Moderator that each
speaker speak clearly, concisely and try to keep speaking to a minimum,
although there would be no time limit set.
Total number of ballots cast: 651
Total number of registered voters: 2683
The resuhs of Article 1 follow:
Article 1. Selectman for three years
Robert T. Frizzell *227
Frank McKane Sr 82
Robert A. Meier 129
Jim Sauchuk 184
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Fire Chief one year
Cathy H. Boivin 145
Timothy Chase 183
Charles L. Child 140
William H MacDonald 81
Oscar J Makinen *361
Frank McKane, Sr. 130
Recreation Committee for one year
Susan B Ahem *516
Barry Kinne *414
Recreation Committee for two years
Mark P Robbins Sr. *502
Recreation Committee for three years
Robert C. Bailey *481
Cathy H. Boivin *460
*Elected
Fall Mountain Regional School District:
Moderator for one year Thomas Esslinger 514




Langdon for three years
Linda Campbell 460
Walpole for one year
Jeffrey Michaud 281
Steven Schoppmeyer 225
Article 2.To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #1 (Vote by
Official Ballot). The official copy of Amendment #1 is on file and available to
the pubUc in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of
Town Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #1 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #1 will require minimum setbacks from lot lines in all zoning
district, except Zone E, for the purpose of fire safety."
YES 412 NO 203
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Article 3. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #2 (vote by
OfiBcial Ballot). The official copy of Amendment #2 is on file and available to
tlie pubhc in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day of
Town Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor ofAmendment #2 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #2 will require minimum setbacks fi^om streams and water
bodies, in all zoning districts, for the purpose of protecting water quality."
YES 467 NO 150
Article 4. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #3 (vote by
Official Ballot). The official copy of Amendment #3 is on file and available
to the public in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day
ofTown Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor ofAmendment #3 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #3 will incorporate sign review standards within the Zoning
Ordinance, for the purposes of promoting business activity and assuring
pedestrian and vehicular safety."
YES 389 NO 224
Article 5. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #4 (vote by
Official Ballot). The official copy of Amendment #4 is on file and available
to the public in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day
ofTown Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor of Amendment #4 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #4 will revise fines for Zoning Ordinance violations, to reflect
Changes in State Law."
YES 406 NO 201
Article 6. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #5 (vote by
Official Ballot). The official copy ofAmendment #5 is on file and available
to the public in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day
ofTown Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor ofAmendment #5 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
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Amendment #5 will add descriptive headings (a change in form only) to
each of the Zoning Districts."
YES 397 NO 199
Article 7. To see if the Town will vote to amend the Charlestown Zoning
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board in Amendment #6 (vote by
Official Ballot). The official copy ofAmendment #6 is on file and available
to the public in the Office of the Town Clerk and will be on display on the day
ofTown Meeting. The following question will be on the Official Ballot:
"Are you in favor ofAmendment #6 as proposed by the Planning Board
for the Charlestown Zoning Ordinance?
Amendment #6 will revise the Flood Plain Zoning Regulation to bring it
into conformation with minimum requirements ofFederal law, adding definitions
and a section relating to recreational vehicles."
YES 440 NO 156
Result of Fall Mt. Regional School District - Official Ballot
To see if the District will adopt the provisions ofRSA 40:13 to allow official
ballot voting on all issues before the Fall Mountain Regional School District, or
take any other action in relation thereto. (3/5 ballot vote required for passage)
YES 429 NO 201
Article 8. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the provisions ofRSA 40:13
to allow official ballot voting on all issues before the Town of Charlestown-
(vote by Official Ballot.) 3/5 vote required
YES 429 NO 211
Article 9. To hear the reports of the various Town Officers and to take proper
action thereon.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
9 as read.
Jeffrey & Dianne Lessels, representing the Charlestown Historical
Society, asked everyone to look at pages 96 and 98 of the Town Report, which
were tlie birtlis and deaths of 1995. hi celebration of the ongoing history of the
Town of Charlestown the Historical Society presented an Azalea to the Board
of Selectmen in celebration of those lives, to be planted in Charlestown.
Article 10. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to sell
property acquired by the Town Tax Collector's Deed, either at a public auction
or by advertised, sealed bids, as provided by RSA 80:42-1 1.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
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10 as read. Article 10 passed by voice vote.
Article 11. To see if tlie Tovm will vote to authorize the Selectmen to apply for,
accept and expend, without further action by the Town Meeting, money from the
state. Federal, or other governmental unit or private source, which becomes
available during the fiscal year, to be used for the purposes for which the Town
may legally appropriate money and in accordance with and pursuant to the
requirements ofRSA 31:95-b.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
1
1
as read. Article 1 1 passed by voice vote.
Article 12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of the receipt of taxes, to pay current maintenance and
operational expenses, as provided in RSA 33:7 of the Municipal Finance Act.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
12 as read. Article 12 passed by voice vote.
Article 13. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,819,269, which represents $1,970,842 for the Town operating budget,
$670,775 for the Water Fund budget and $177,652 for the Sewer Fund budget.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
12 as read. Amendment presented: "To see if the Town will vote to amend the
Charlestown Police Department budget to be $310,000, from its proposed
$320,000."
The amendment was made and seconded. Question was moved and
seconded. Tlie amendment was defeated by voice vote.
Question was moved and seconded. Article 13 passed by voice vote at
$2,819,269.
Article 14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$45,000 for the purchase of a truck for the Fire Department.
(The Selectmen support this appropriation)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
14 as read. Article 14 passed by voice vote.
Article 15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$55,000 toward the renovation of the Bakery Building, shown on Tax Map 29,
Lot 54, and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for any Federal, State,
or private frmds which may be available and to take all action and sign all
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documents as may be necessary to carry out the purpose of this vote.
(The Selectmen support this appropriation 1 N 2 Y)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
15 as read. Voice vote was too close-there was a division of the house-used a
standing vote. Article 15 was defeated by a standing vote.
Article 16. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$1,648, for the support of Southwestern Community Services, for assistance
provided to Charlestown residents.
Petitioned Article (The Selectmen do not support this appropriation)
Motion was made to postpone indefinitely Article 16. Motion was
seconded. Article 16 was passed over by voice vote.
Article 17. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to set user
fees for trucking and disposal of trash which will offset some portion of taxes
incurred for the operation of this facility. This article is intended to determine
whetlier residents would support a move toward payment for service, rather than
incurring all of these costs via taxation. It is believed that the burden for these
costs would be, to a greater extent, borne by those using the facility. It is
anticipated that such a change would reduce the amount of alien trash and
increase incentives for recycling.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
17 as read.
A voice vote was too close- there was a division of the house-used a
standing vote. Article 17 was defeated by standing vote.
Article 18. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$5,500 to be allocated to maintenance costs for Fort Number 4.
(The Selectmen do not support this appropriation 2N, 1 Y)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
18 as read. Article 18 passed by voice vote.
Article 19. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,500 for the support of CEDA/Tourism's continued economic development
efforts. (The Selectmen do not support this appropriation 2N,1 Y)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
19 as read. Article 19 was passed by voice vote.
Article 20. To see if the Town will, pursuant to RSA 231:43, vote to
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discontinue that portion of former Town Higliway, now known as South Main
Street Extension, extending from tlie south westerly boundary of property owned
by Cecil E. Fisk, to the end, bounded by the B&M Railroad. Also bounded on
the westerly side by property owned by the Town of Charlestown and on the
easterly side by New England Power Company and Cecil E. Fisk (this portion
of roadway is shown on the Town of Charlestown property map #33 and is
abutting lots 14 and 17). A vote to approve under this Article will completely
discontinue the southern portion of the Town Highway know as South Main
Sfreet Extension. Any abutting landowner damaged by such vote has a right to
appeal to the superior court, pursuant to RSA 231:48-49, for damages.
It was explained at this point by the Moderator that Article 20 and Article
21 actually would go together.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
20 as read. Article 20 passed by voice vote.
Article 21. To see if the Town ofCharlestown will vote to sell the discontinued
portion ofthe former Town Higliway known as South Main Street Extension and
to authorize tlie Selectmen to negotiate with Granite State Electric Company to
convey by Quitclaim Deed, taking any and all action as may be necessary to
carry out the purpose of this vote.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
21 as read. Article 21 passed by voice vote.
Article 22. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of
$ 1 0,000 to be paid into the Community Recreational Facility Capital Reserve
Fund, established in 1995 pursuant to RSA 35:1, for the construction of a
community recreational facility.
(Tlie Selectmen do not support this appropriation)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
22 as read. An amendment was made to match the amount raised by the
Recreation Committee in 1995, not to exceed $5,022. The amendment was
seconded. Voice vote was too close-there was a division of the house-standing
vote was taken.
The amendment to Article 22 was passed by standing vote.
Article 22 was passed as amended by voice vote.
Article 23. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer, in
accordance with the provisions of 41 :29-a, with the approval of the Selectmen,
to appoint a Deputy Treasurer.
A Deputy Treasurer appointed under this section shall be sworn, shall
have the powers of the Treasurer, and may be removed at the pleasure of the
Treasurer. Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept
Article 23 as read.
Article 23 was passed by voice vote.
Article 24. To see if the Town will vote to accept a donation of land with a
building located thereon, designed and constructed for use by the Charlestown
Ambulance Service. This land is located on the Springfield Road, at the junction
of Route 1 1 and Douglas Street, and is designated as Map 19, Lot 37. This
donation is being offered to the Town by Stanley and Helen Patch. The
proposed use has received Site Plan Approval from the Plaiming Board. The
access fi^om Route 11 has received the approval of the Department of
Transportation.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
24 as read. Article 24 passed by voice vote.
Article 25. To see if tlie Town will vote to amend the existing agreement under
section 218 of the Social Security Act by excluding the services performed by
election workers for a calendar year in which the remuneration paid for such
service is less that $1,000.
Motion was presented. Motion made and seconded to accept Article 25
as read.
Article 25 passed by voice vote.
Article 26. To see if the Town will vote to sponsor disability insurance for
employees, funds for which are included in Article 13.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
26 as read.
Article 26 was passed by voice vote.
Article 27. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the amount of
$5,000 as a subsidy to Community Transportation Services, for bus service
connections to Hanover and Claremont/Newport. The intent of this article is to
offer an affordable transportation alternative for persons not having access to
personal motor vehicles for travel to medical appointments, for employment
searches, shopping or other activities in neighboring communities.
(The Selectmen do not support this appropriation)
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
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27 as read.
Article 27 was defeated by voice vote.
Article 28. To see if the Town will vote to urge our representatives to tlie
General Court ofNew Hampshire and the United States Congress to pass laws
reforming electoral campaign financing, thus returning the poUtical process to the
will of the people and encouraging the participation of candidates with great
ability and limited means. Measures to accomplish this may include, but not
limited to, the following:
1. Sharp limitations on all forms of contributions to candidates, including
soft money contributions (contributions to political parties);
2. Maximum spending limits per election linked to geographic and
demographic makeup of each state and district, such as $1.00 per voter;
3. Sharp limitations on all forms of spending to influence elections,
including independent expenditures;
4. Sharp limitations on contributions to and spending by political action
committees; and
5. Remedies, such as fi"ee broadcast time, postal subsidies, and
democratic (public) financing, to balance inequities between credible
candidates, incumbent and challenger, rich and poor.
Motion was presented. Motion was made and seconded to accept Article
28 as read. Voice vote was too close-there was a division of the house-used a
standing vote. Article 28 was passed by a standing vote.
Article 29. To transact any other business which may legally come before the
meeting.
A member ofthe audience made the statement that he hoped that someday
the money fi-om property sold by the Selectmen would partly given back to the
property owner.
A Selectman asked for an opinion poll on the direction of commercial
haulers fees-should they be higher or not. A higher rate was favorable. Also,
a vote was taken which gave the Selectmen the power to set the rates for the
new year for the Transfer Station .
A motion to adjourn was presented and seconded.
The motion to adjourn was passed by a voice vote.
A true copy. Attest
Debra J. Clark, Town Clerk
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ADMINISTRATION




GENERAL FUND BALANCE SHEET
as of December 31, 1996
Beginning of year End of year
Current assets
Cash and equivalents 497,722 777,209
Taxes receivable 1,649,978 1,564,214
Accounts receivable 9,853 1 8,533
Due from other governments 10,960 5,68i2
Due from other fimds 324
Other current assets 115
TOTAL ASSETS 5 2,168,628 $2,365,962
Current liabilities
Warrants/Accounts payable $ 18,605 $ 581
Due to school districts 1,817,596 2,100,000
Due to other funds 330 20,247
Total Liabilities $ 1,836,531 $ 2,120,828
Fund equity
Reserve fc)r encumbrances $ 5,260 5,200
Unreserved fimd balance 326,837 239,934
Total Fund Equity $332,097 $ 245,134
TOTAL LIABILITIES




Showing Annual Maturities of Outstanding and
Long-Term Notes
Water Improvement









1997 - 1999 $ 30,000.00 each year
2000 - 2005 $ 30.000.00 each year
$ 24,500.00 each year
Total $ 270,000.00 $ 73,500.00





SCHEDULE OF TOWN-OWNED PROPERTY











Motorola Mobile Radio Unit $ 1 ,500
1989 Tractor/Loader/Backhoe $67,938.00
1992 John Deere Loader $1 16,500.00
1985 Fiat-Allis Model FG85 Grader $93,745.00
1 988 Gardner Denver Air Compressor $ 1 2,000.00
3 Chainsaws @ $400 $ 1 ,200.00
2 Brush Saws @ $350 $700.00
Line Striper $ 1,600.00
Plate Compactor $1,600.00
Roller $ 16,000.00
Stanles Sander (Small) $ 4,600.00
Misc. Tools & Equip $17,325.00
Total: Highway Dept. Equipment $338,208.00
1979 Clark Michigan Loader $55,000.00
1 993 Clark GPS 1 7 Forklift $34.300.00
Total Transfer Station Equipment $89,300.00
1 983 John Deere 4 1 $28.000.00
Total Water & Sewer Dept Equip (Shared) $28,000.00
O'Brien Power Sewer Rodder $15.000.00
Total Sewer Dept. Equipment $15,000.00
Scag Mower $7.000.00
Total Recreation Dept. Equipment $7,000.00
Stone Mud Sucker $2,000.00
Hydromatic Trash Pump Ser. $3 ,500 .00
Rescue Tri-Pod $2,000.00
Trench Box $2,500.00
Misc. Tools & Equip. $10.000.00
Total Water Dept. Equipment $20,000.00
JD Model 3 1 8 Tractor $8,500.00
Misc. Tools & Equip. $1.907.00
Total Cemetery Equipment $10,407.00
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The Old Block House (Painting) $10,000.00
Civil War Cannon: Model 1 84 1 -44 $40,000.00
Civil War Soldier $60,000.00
WWII Stone $ 10,000.00
Korea,Vietnam, Grenada,
Persian Gulf $9,000.00
Fireman Memorial Stone $2.000.00
Total Fine Arts $131,000.00
Electronic Data Processing $27,410.00
Misc. $2.500.00
Total General Government Equipment $29,910.00
Misc. Tools & Equip. $11.293.00
Total Police Dept. Equipment $11,293.00
Misc Tools & Equip. $56.692.00
Total Fire Dept. Equipment $56.692.00
TOTAL ALL TOWN EQUIPMENT $736,810.00
Values of veliicles & equipment fiimished by Mortenson Insurance
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT ON FINANCIAL
PRESENTATION-1996
We have audited the accompanying general-purpose financial statements of the
Town of Charlestown as of and for the year ended December 31, 1995. These
general-purpose financial statements are the responsibility of the Town's
management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these general-
purpose financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing
standards and government auditing standards issued by the Comptroller General
ofthe United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit
to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general-purpose financial
statements are free ofmaterial misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a
test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general-
purpose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting
principles used and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall general-purpose financial statement presentation. We
beUeve that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
The general purpose financial statements referred to above do not include the
general fixed assets account group which should be included to conform with
generally accepted accounting principles. As is the case with most municipal
entities in the State of New Hampshire, the Town of Charlestown has not
maintained historical cost records of its fixed assets. The amount that should be
recorded in the general fixed assets account group is not known.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission
described in the preceding paragraph, the general purpose financial statements
referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
the Town of Charlestown as of December 31, 1995, and the results of its
operations and cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then
ended in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general-
purpose financial statements taken as a whole. The combining and individual
fund financial statements hsted in the table of contents are presented for
purposes of additional analysis and are not a required part of the general-purpose
financial statements of the Town of Charlestown. Such information has been
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subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the general-purpose
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented in all material
respects in relation to the general-purpose financial statements taken as a whole.
In accordance with government auditing standards, we have also issued a
report dated April 3, 1996 on our consideration of the Tovm of Charlestown's
internal control structure and a report dated April 3, 1996 on its compliance
with laws and regulations.












Amount of fees received





































PAID TO TREASURER $ 417,824.92
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REPORT OF TOWN CLERK
The year 1996 saw an increase in receipts of nearly $ 60,000.00 over the 1995
collections in the Town Clerk's Office. The primary increase can be contributed
to motor vehicle registrations.
The other increase was in the issuance of dog licenses and fines. We issued 787
licenses and plan to increase this total more with the help of the Pohce
Department and local veterinarians who send us copies of rabies certificates.
Please remember your dog must be registered by April 30th of each year. This
would prevent an assessment of a penalty and civil forfeiture of $ 25.00.
I would like to thank the Pohce Department for their help in implementing the
new dog registration process. I hope this year there will be less civil forfeitures
served.
We have been online for two years with the Automated Birth and Death
Certificate program overseen by the NH Bureau of Vital Records. This program
speeds up the process ofreporting births and deaths and helps to detect fi"aud as
the certificates are printed on safety paper. Marriage certificates are also printed
on this safety paper which has greatly improved the quality of the permanent
copy.
Vicki and Olga join me in saying "Thank you" to you, the citizens, for your
patience and understanding when we have had to put you on hold when you have
called or while you have had to wait at our counter. You are important to us and





Year Ending December 31, 1996
Last Year's Prior Years' Levies
Levy
Debits 1995 1994 1993 1990-1992
Unredeemed
Liens (Int.) $245.21 $1,318.69 $13,709.39
Balance at Beg






Execution $18,978.79 $41,081.59 $52,196.37 $20,374.79
Total Debits: $622,400.50 $424,729.28 $278,511.54 $167,184.16
Cr. Remittance to Treasurer
Redemptions $190,479.10 $148,491.17 $182,543.42 $66,138.86
Interest & Cost
After Lien
Execution $18,860.10 $34,877.25 $53,515.06 $21,246.77
Abatement of
Unredeemed
Taxes $3,403.23 $2,909.35 $,6,917.86 $748.93
Unredeemed
Liens (Int.) $118.69 $6,449.55 $12,837.41
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Balance at End
of Fiscal Year 5409,539.38 $232,001.96 $35,535.20 $66,212.19
Total Credits: $622,400.50 $424,729.28 $278,511.54 $167,184.16
Bankmptcy 52,745.51 $13,743.49 $27,341.03 550,790.23
Court Decision 58,755.93 $8,821.43 $8,194.17 515,241.96
REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR
The year 1996 was a year for bankruptcy settlements with some being paid in
fill! and some now on payment schedules. 1990 taxes have now been paid in full.
There were several new Chapter 7 bankruptcies but not of any significant
amounts.
Tliere were no properties taken by Tax Collector's Deed which I am very happy
to report!
Tlie tax hen of 1996, for the 1995 taxes, was placed on 302 parcels (9 more tlian
in 1995). The 1996 hen of 1995 water and sewer was placed on 29 parcels
compared to 59 in 1995. The Water Commissioners, Water Department, and Tax
Collector's Office implemented a shut-ofiF process which greatly reduced the
outstanding amounts due to be liened. We carried this procedure over to the
1996 billings and the amount of outstanding tax due at the end of the year has
dropped considerably.
I would like to thank everyone for their tax payments. Remember prepayments
can be collected after April 1st of each year and partial payments are allowed





Year Ending December 31, 1996
Levies for - IS
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
December 31, 1996
Lew for Year - 1996 Prior Levies - 1995







Property Taxes $ 4,432,137.99
ABATEMENTS-TAX COLLECTOR





January 1, 1996 through December 31, 1996
WATER
Claremont Savings Bank $ 15.88




Tenney, Bemie W & Marilyn 88.93




Detailed Statement of Receipts
January 1, 1996 to December 31, 1996




Junk Yard Permits 210.00
Payment in Lieu of Taxes 2,1 90.05
Proceeds ofTax Anticipation Notes 1 ,950,000.00
Interest Eamed-Checking Account 7,706.51
Water & Sewer Depts.-Reimb. To General Fund 542,799.50
Cardinal Haven-Reimb. To General Fund 155,857.69
Sale of Equipment-Bakery Building 2,510.00
Reimb. - School Board 209.92
Reimb. - Legal Fees 1 ,500.00
Return of Overpayment 896.62
Tax Lien Reimbursement 8 1 9.69
Recording Fees 12.32
Reimb - Property Damage 62.50
Outdated Uncashed Checks 94.89
Fireworks Business Permit 250.00
Election & Registrations 232.52
$ 2,670,666.62






Balance as ofDecember 31, 1996
-9.617.614.53
779,906.23
Accounts Held by the Treasurer
Town Hall Savings Account $ 6,692 .9
1
Conservation Commission-Money Market Account 8,978. 1
5
Conservation Commission-Certificate of Deposit 32, 1 39.26
Recreation Department-Special Fund/Checking Account 1 0,677 .20
Town of Charlestown Water Dept
-Money Market Account 143,638.57
Town of Charlestown Sewer Dept









Motor Vehicles Titles & Registration Fees 7,341 .00
UCC, Election & Miscellaneous Fees 4,245 .92
Vital Statistics-Fees(Town) 365.00
Vital Statistics-Fees received & remitted to State 408.00
Marriage License Fees(Town) 287.00
Marriage License-Fees received & remitted to State 1 ,558.00
Dog Licenses & Penalties 7,259.00
Uncollected Returned Check -310.00
$417,514.92
Tax Collector
1996 Property Taxes & Interest $4,437,502.99
1 996 Jeopardy Assessment 2,832.89
1995 Property Taxes & Interest 1 ,268,997.49
Redeemed Property Taxes, Interest & Costs 506,812.53
Yield Taxes & Interest 7,249.49
Land Use Penalty - Taxes & Interest 5,987.35
Overpayment of Property Taxes
Received/Returned 1 ,660.07
Tax Lien Costs 1.020.50
$6,232,063.31
Insurance
Reimb. - Return of 1 995 Contribution $ 22,888.57
Reimb . - Return of Contribution-Unemployment 97 5 .72
Refund from Cancellation of Policy 1.033.00
$ 24,897.29
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Health, Life Ins. 2, 1 9 1 .80
Workers Comp, Unempl 592.35
Municipal Bldg. - electricity 6,893.00
Municipal Bldg. - heating oil 1,928.91
Municipal Bldg. - maintenance 9,236.06
Municipal bldg. - vehicle expense 499.66
Town Hall - electricity 904.07
Town Hall - heating oil 1 ,070.52
Town Hall - maintenance 866.71
Amb/Fire - electricity 2,308.60
Amb/Fire - heating oil 943.03
Amb/Fire - maintenance 980.73
Highway - electricity 2,186.56
Higliway - heating oil 1 ,767.35
Highway - maintenance 713.44
Transfer Station - electricity 1 ,603 .08
Transfer Station - maintenance 6,884.2
1
Recreation Facilities - part time 6, 1 68.96
Recreation FICA/Medicare 471.87
Recreation Facilities - electricity 491 .47
Recreation Facilities - maintenance 1 ,330.99
Recreation - Pool - electricity 1 ,529.88
Recreation - Pool - maintenance 6,851 23
Bakery Bldg/BuUetin Bd. - electricity 782.20
































Misc. office supphes 440.84
Conn Valley Office Supply 210.19
D & E Lead & Brass 1 13.50
Dan's Max Saver 425.99
Depot Homecenter 116.81
Megg Associates 375 OO
NESPIN 50.00
Page New England 99.00
Plodzik & Sanderson 500.00
Ralph's Supermarket 386.07
National Safety Eqmt. 1 1 1 .79




Treas. State ofNH 153.00
Miscellaneous 295.22
Sirchie Finger Print Lab 262.47
Access Capital Inc. 115.00
Alstead Gun Shop 215.00



















Programs & Displays 180.98
48,841.25










Principal - General Obligation 26,075.61
Interest - General Obligation 6,259.39





Article 1 4 - Fire Tnick 45,000.00
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NEW CEMETERY ACCOUNTS - 1992
FH (Forest Hill) HH (Hope Hill) PC (Pinecrest)
StC (St. Catherine) NR (Non-Resident) G (Graves)
Date Name Amount Cem. Lot Section G
1992
New Cemetery Accounts, Contd.
Sept




SILSBY LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT - 1996
The Centennial Year has come to a close and what a year it has been!
!
The Trustees decided to spruce up the library, so for four week-ends in January
and February they cleaned and painted. Tliey purchased comfortable chairs and
tables to make a pleasant reading area. Tliis was accomplished with money
donated by Mr. Edward Kelleher. New window treatments, which ligliten the
area, completed the project. We think it has really made a pleasing difference.
The Centennial celebration started in March with an Open House and Reception
which was very well attended. More tlian one hundred people, including Senator
Beverly Rodeschin and State Librarian Ken Wiggin, came to share in our
celebration.
The next project was to have the library open on Saturday mornings on a trial
basis. This was such a popular move tliat the library continues to be open on
Saturdays between 9 A.M. and 12 noon. During the trial period we initiated a
story-hour for the children on six consecutive Saturdays. Sharon Wood, a
storyteller, visited during tliis time and told Tales from Around the World, which
botli children and adults enjoyed. This also was popular and requests for more
Saturday story-hours have been received.
April was a very busy month, witli a Visit with Senator Judd Gregg and An
American Nurse at War for adults, and a VINS program. Owls & Hawks, for
children and adults. All programs were well attended. Treasure Hunt, a special
four week research program for young children, was started in March and
completed in April with a party and prizes for participants. Jim Jenkins did a Fly
Tying workshop, in May, wliich was enjoyed by a small but enthusiastic group.
A display ofmemorabilia of local area Women in the Military - Past & Present
was arranged by the Centennial Committee. Many visitors from out of tovm, as
well as local residents, came to see this display.
Centennial Day, a Celebration witli Charlestown, was held in June. An Art
Show, Book Fair, food stands and entertainment & workshops for the children
with F*urly Gates were enjoyed by the many visitors. Centennial T-shirts, book
bags, and note cards were available and are still available at the library.
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Ed Hutchins, a one time Charlestown resident, visited from Cairo, N.Y. in
July. He did two workshops on Book Editions, one in the morning for children
and one in the evening for adults. Mr. Hutchins led the children through the
process of making a special book and writing a story to go with the design.
Each child completed a book which was then placed on display in the library
for about a month, then taken home. The adults had a great time at the evening
workshop, attempting at least twelve different book shapes and designs. One
set of these designs was also placed on display. Also on display was a set of
miniature books designed by Mr. Hutchins over the years. The Summer
Reading Program for children was started in July and continued for six weeks.
At the last session in August, Michael Zerphy entertained over one hundred
and twenty five children and adults on the grounds ofthe library. A great time
was had by all. The Happy Hookers put up a display of beautiful hand hooked
nigs in September. This group spent an afternoon at the library hooking rugs,
demonstrating the technique and answering questions from visitors.
One of the main events of the year - the Wine Tasting Evening Fund Raiser
was held in October. It was a great success socially and financially thanks to
all the donations of money, wine, food, decorations and door prizes. Money
raised will go towards future programs at the library. Approximately eighty
people attended and all seemed to have an enjoyable evening. Doris Hoffinan
was the winner of the painting donated by Kay Young.
John and Louise Rider did a program called Behind the Veil - The World of
Islam in November. They showed slides and spoke of the customs in various
Middle Eastern countries - especially how they affect women.
The first week in December three of the Centennial Committee members,
Jenny Stone, Ro Metcalf and Kathi Moore decorated the newer section of the
library with Dickens collectibles, pictures and books and invited everyone to
Visit a Dickens Christmas. The library participated in the Christmas House
Tour, on December 14, with Jenny Stone, Cathy Tanguay, Holly Shaw and
Kathi Moore acting as hostesses. Sharon Wood visited in the morning to tell
Christmas Talesfrom Around the World, with over twenty children and many
adults listening. The library had more than one hundred visitors through out
the day. John Cenney was the winner ofthe doll donated by Geri Longfellow.
As a final touch for 1996, the Board of Trustees decided to upgrade the patron
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computer, wliich was donated in 1995 by Norwood Co., and add a modem and
telephone line. This was done so that the library can provide access to the
Internet for patrons early in 1997.
An updated Historical Booklet starting in 1786 with the first Reading Groups in
Charlestown and ending with a resume of our Centennial year will be available
in the library.
The Board of Trustees and the Centennial Committee wish to thank everyone
who participated or aided in tlie success of tliis special year. It would have been
impossible to accomplish all tlie above without you! ! Thank You! ! !
Respectfully submitted,
Katherine A. Moore
Board of Library Trustees
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SILSBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY TREASURER'S REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT (to be used for general purposes)
12/31/95 Balance on hand
SAVINGS ACCOUNT FOR COPIER SUPPLIES AND MAINTENANCE
12/31/96 Balance on hand $120.34
Income/use of copier 518.75
Interest income for the year 3.59
Balance on hand $ 642.68
Transferred to checking $ 448.00
12/31/96 Balance on hand $ 194.68
TRUST FUND ACCOUNT (to be used for books & magazines only)
12/31/95
SILSBY FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Report of the Librarian
Circulation
Adult Books
cost of this system, you have not the mere 20,000 books of our collection
available, but some 4.9 milhon. Great is tlie effort of tlie State Library to sustain
this program for it knows hbraries face the constant threat of shrinking budgets.
I would like to thank those whose special talents added greatly to the library's
display programming tliis year. Brenda White for her work with Disney, the
Happy Hookers for their hooked rug work, Eda Hanson for her Avon collection
and Tim Hanson for his original clay work. Also, a special thank you to Kathi
Moore for her many fine displays. And to Kay Young and Ron Martel for
keeping us in art work all year.
Volunteers play a vital part in the support of the Library. First and foremost the
Trustees should be recognized. Others include Jo Aiken, Antonette Backman,
Megan Coleman, Jan Cruger, Mary Currie, Keri Greenwood Stephen Hess,
Mary Holze, Karen Raudonis and Holly Shaw. Tlieir many hours of time make
this a better hbrary for all.
With sincere regret we note the passing of Clinton Howard and Robert
McDevitt, both ardent supporters of this Library. Their presence is missed.
Mr. Michael Moore gave many hours to aid installation of our computer system.
Thank you. Also, I would like to thank Helen and Harry Nelson of West
Bridgwater, Massachusetts, who, through their daughter, Susan Coleman of
Charlestown, donated a microwave for the staffto use. A much appreciated gift.
The Garden Club continues their support througli weekly flowers and plants,
wliile the many patrons and residents ofthe area give generously ofbooks to add
to our collection or pass on to others. Thank you all.
The love and response of the staff and patrons during my convalescence is
something I will long remember. The many inquiries, cards, calls and visits did
as much, if not more, for me than any other form of medicine. Healing is an





REPORT OF THE CHARLESTOWN SELECTMEN
As we have in past years, we would like to take an opportunity to recognize the
dedication of the many boards and committees which are a part of the Town.
The Finance Committee has just concluded a longer than usual period of
reviewing department budgets and has, as is customary, made some sound
recommendations for improving efficiency and economy while providing
services to the community. We would also single out the important and often
difficult task which the Planning Board has assumed, as it continues to work
througli revision of the ordinances which guide the growth and protect the
resources of our community. Members have spent a grueling year working to
achieve some balance between the need to strengthen the economy of
Charlestown, while at the same time preserving its natural heritage and
resources, not an easy assignment.
The Highway Advisory Board has been called upon to assist in decisions relating
to drainage improvements and equipment choices, and we appreciate their help
with these difficult decisions. This year, however, we would also like to pay
tribute to the many volunteer organizations operating within our community,
doing so much to make Charlestown a great place to live and work and raise our
families. Without these organizations and the human and financial resources
which they direct, there would be much less to recommend our town, with one
of the highest tax rates in the State (and the only toll bridge).
The risk in recognizing the good deeds of these organizations, is that we may
miss other equally-deserving groups. We sincerely hope that we will be forgiven
any unintended oversight, should that be the case. It is a ftmction ofbusy lives
that we can each belong to only a few of the many organizations involved in
making our Tovm the best it can be, and we will necessarily mention those with
which we are most familiar. We hope that this will provide residents with a
sense of the works carried out by these organizations and that they, in turn, will
get involved and/or will tell us of projects of other groups also working to bring
about the betterment of our community.
Among the many organizations which have helped the Town this year are: the
Charlestown Rotary Club, not only providing assistance with architect's fees but
taking on the much needed refinishing of the Town Hall floors (they are really
beautiftil); the Charlestown Women's Club, making our holiday season brighter,
with its annual Christmas decoration and lighting program, and which provides
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the best opportunity for all residents to be informed as to what is to be voted at
Annual Meeting (done in a fast-paced format with great refreshments); the
Charlestown Senior Citizens who conduct programs of health screening and flu
shots, as well as numerous opportunities for our seniors to socialize (keeping our
older friends healthy of body and mind); CEDA/ T, whose members not only
expend great eflForts to keep us informed of all that is going on in Town, with the
community bulletin board, for the walkers, and Our Town, for those of us who
prefer to who prefer to let our fingers do the walking (that new, month-at-a-
glance calendar is the greatest!), but who also took on the colossal task of
putting together the Charlestown Community Profile workshop, the
excitement and energy from which is, and will continue to be a driving force
for making Charlestown all that it can be in the future; we must also thank
CEDA, which assisted with the financing of a much-needed study,
instrumental in the Planning Board's on-going etTorts to tailor our zoning to
suit the community's needs, and for continuing to press the Department of
Transportation for approval of the access road to the existing CEDA Park,
from Route 12, in order that we may one day reduce the traffic through a
residential neighborhood, while continuing to allow for the growth of
industries located within; the VFW, which annually oversees the appropriate
observation of patriotic holidays, including dedication of flags for such
occasions; Friendly Family Meals, which turns the Community Room into a
great place to enjoy good food among good company twice a month (without
busting anyone's budget); and the Charlestown Garden Club, which (with the
help of numerous friends with green thumbs) annually undertakes the
bringing of spring-time to Charlestown, with its planting and nurturing of
fragrance and color in every nook and cranny in Town, with splendid blooms
lasting until frost sets in.
The work of these groups is carried out with little fuss and bother, much of
it done by the same few dedicated (and frazzled) individuals belonging to a
number ofthese organizations. As we all know, many hands make light work
and most ofthese groups are actively recruiting new and dedicated members.
We sincerely hope that any residents having the time, interest and
commitment will seek them out and return their kindness.
Sincerely,
Robert W. Stone, Chairman Jon B. LeClair Robert T. Frizzell
Charlestown Board of SelectmenAVater and Sewer Commissioners
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1996 REPORT OF POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Police Department received approximately 14,000 phone calls this year and
handled over 6,000 Police matters. The Police matters did not include Town
business, informational requests or non police related incidents. The various
crimes investigated by the Police is the same as last year; at 450 and that
developed 157 arrests; an increase over the year before that was 124 arrests.
The PoHce budget for 1996 (that ended December 31st), came in under budget
by a few thousand dollars. The exact savings is unknown at this point, as I
prepared this report the third week of December. For the 1997 year's budget, I
have entered a level ftmded budget request.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the area businesses and friends
ofthe Police Department for their financial support during last fall's fund raiser.
The businesses and local residents that helped us with the fund raiser are truly
a credit to the community. The funds raised have enabled the Police Association
to expand on, and to pay for, the Primary School Kids & Cops Program, to offer
educational scholarships and to help pay for needed equipment at the Police
Department.
In November and December 1996, the Charlestown Police Department assisted
the Charlestown VFW Post #8497, sponsors ofthe KIDCAREID Program. This
program offered Identification Booklets to area school children from pre-school
through fifWi grade. Participation by the children was voluntary and at no cost to
either the children or the School District. Over 300 children and several teachers
from the Fall Mountain Early Learning Center, Charlestown Primary School and
North Charlestown Community School participated in the program. Rosemary
Speckman, veteran Police Dispatcher and President ofVFW Women's Auxiliary,
supervised the project. She was assisted by Sgt. Edward Smith and Dispatcher
Phyllis Siani with over 14 man hours apiece invested in the project. Each child
received an ID Booklet that will be kept by their parents. The Booklets are
expandable, in that current information and photos can be updated periodically
for five years by the parent. This is useful in the event the child becomes lost or
missing.
It has been my pleasure to work as Police Chiefover the last two years and I am
looking forward to serving you in the years to come.
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REPORT ON POLICE COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
Last year, after Town Meeting a Police Committee (consisting of five people)
was formed to look at the overall operation and scheduling of the Police
Department. At one of the meetings, I was asked to look into the possibility of
contracting with another dispatch center for assistance and to see if this would
benefit our Town with services and operating costs.
As a result ofmy inquires with surrounding towns, I learned that many of the
towns with between four and six Ml-time Police Officers, in Cheshire County,
such as Swanzey, Chesterfield, Troy, Winchester, Jaffrey and Fitzwilliam did
not have their own Dispatch Centers. These towns are dispatched out of South
Western Fire Mutual Aid Dispatch Center, in Keene, New Hampshire, at a cost
far less than each town having their own Police Dispatch.
In 1996, when the entire State ofNew Hampshire went to the 91 1 system, the
91 1 committee had new town maps printed for Charlestown that identify every
residence by name and by address number. The maps have been printed in book
form and the books are kept by each town, either in the emergency vehicle or at
dispatch, or both. This has been a tremendous help to Emergency Services in
locating victims, no matter who dispatches for us.
In the process of setting up the 911 system for our town in 1996, the 911
committee required that each town have a back-up plan in the event the phone
lines went down or that the town was without power. The back-up system we
have now is an automatic ring-over to the Claremont Police Dispatch Center,
that has worked successfully in the two snow and ice storms where we lost
power and phone lines.
In the very near fiiture, the New Hampshire State Pohce are going to have
available to all local Police agencies, a new State of the Art Communication
System throughout New Hampshire, to include every county and local Pohce
Department.
This system will be installed in every patrol unit in the State and will consist of
a telephone, a radio and a computer, all in one package. This radio-computer
system will enable the local Police, Sheriff, Fish & Game, Probation and State
Pohce OflBcers to complete their report writing in the field and to have at their
finger-tips, the capability of reaching any other agency, state wide. When the
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system is on line, we may have the option of state-wide dispatching.
Knowing this communication system is not just an idea, and that the system is
more than half completed, I have written a Federal Grant request for lap-top
computers to be used by the duty officers to complete their own reports in
readiness for the change.
The intention of this change is not to affect the 24 hour coverage of police
officers, but rather to assist the Charlestown Dispatch on "off hours", at a
savings to exceed one third of the existing Police Dispatch budget (over
$30,000.00 savings). The week day hours, 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, will remain the
same and we will dispatch our police officers and the Ambulance Service as
well.
In support of the proposal, I would like to say that I agree with the change and
that I have also discussed the idea with officials of the New Hampshire Police
Standards & Training Council and with an area Chief Communications
Specialist, who all agree that this idea is cost-effective and that Charlestown






At the suggestion ofthe Finance Committee, when building tlie 1996 Budget, the
decision was made to fonn a committee wliich would work closely with tlie
Chief of Police, to review department policies, practices and staffing, to better
understand the workings of tlie Department. The Committee was formed early
in the year and many of the early meetings were used for famiharizing committee
members with the vast amount and great variety of paperwork which must be
completed in conjunction with the daily routine of tlie Department.
Among the suggestions made by committee member SheriffMichael Pozzo, for
improving the daily operations, was that the Department increase the level of
visibility of the Officers, by stepping up the number of foot patrols in tlie
downtown area. These patrols not only act as a deterrent to criminal activity but
also can be used as a means of providing positive role models for the youth of
our community. In conjunction with this recommendation, the Department daily
directs traffic at the intersection of Paris Avenue and East Street, performing a
very important safety function for tlie Primary School children. We feel that it
will be beneficial for the Department to seek other opportunities to maintain a
higher profile and other opportunities for interaction with the members of
community.
Another recommendation of the committee was that the Chief review
Department scheduling to determine whether an adequate level of coverage
could be managed wliile reducing shift overlaps. These changes have been
incorporated into the scheduhng with no apparent loss to coverage. Still needing
work is a recommendation that the Department devote less time to patrols on
Route 12 and spend more on the side streets in Charlestown.
Our committee recommends that there be an on-going committee established for
the Police Department, acting as advisory to the Department, much as the
Highway Advisory Board does for the Higliway Department. We also would
like to thank Sheriff Prozzo for his valuable input and Chief Michael Bumham
for his understanding and cooperation during this year. The members of the
Committee strongly support the change in dispatching operations recommended
by the Chief Sincerely,
Sheriff Michael Prozzo Elaine VanVelsor Steven Neill
Mickey Bascom Robert Stone Chief Michael Bumham
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1996 REPORT OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
1996 completed my first fiill year as your Fire Chief and a busy one it was. Our
overall fire aiid emergency responses were up to 122 call which ranged fi-om
auto accidents and C02 Detector calls to one of the largest fires this Department
has ever seen. We started in the spring with the floods in South Charlestown, the
Precision Assembly fire in the summer and ended with helping oiu* neighbor
Springfield, Vt. with several arson related structure fires. Along with several
other mobile home and structure fires of our own.
Our new fire truck arrived in the fall and we are very happy with the projects
actions. Tlianks to the townspeople and generous contributions ft"om the
members of the Old #4 Fire and Hose Company and Stanley and Helen Patch
and Precision Assembly as well as Whelan Engineering which donated the light
pachage.
Our training program has been well attended. Six members attended the National
Fire Academy Training Program in the spring at Emmitsburg, Maryland. Also
four others completed the firefighter level 1 class in the fall.
We also continued our successftil Fire Protection Week program put on by my
Assistant Chief Gary Stoddard and other Department members. This program
is sponsored in part by the local hands and insurance agents. We thank them
very much for their support. I have been busy with many building inspections
and fire code inspections along with my duties as Executive Board member of
the New Hampshire Fireman's Association.
In closing I wish to thank the townspeople for their support during the past year
and also members of the Highway, Police, and Ambulance Departments. Last
but not least to the members and their wives whom without them and their
support we would not be able to have a Fire Department that we have. Again my





REPORT OF THE CEMETERY TRUSTEES
The Cemetery Sexton Daryl Royce, with his workers Ernie Haley and Ryan
Royce, did an excellent job keeping the five cemeteries looking good last year.
In addition to general maintenance and burials, tlie cemetery department
completed the following projects in 1996:
A partition was built in the Hearse House, located on Briggs Hill in Forest Hill
Cemetery, dividing the building in half. This created a separate area for the
storage of election paraphernalia (i.e. voting booths, ballot boxes, etc.) in the
Briggs Hill side ofthe building. A ramp and door were built on the cemetery side
of the building allowing storage of the tractor and lawn mowers, as well as a
work area. The "brick building" is now used as storage for equipment, which is
not generally used on a daily basis.
The entire fence along both sides of the entrance to Pinecrest Cemetery, as well
as a short section separating the cemetery from Twin Maples Park (the northerly
boundary of the park), was replaced with pressure treated split-rail fence.
The Trustees, with the Sexton, have put together a hst, by priority of importance,
ofwork needed to be done in the cemeteries. Hopefully each year an item will
be completed or worked on, such as work on the roads and fences.






REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD
In addition to its regular meetings, held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month,
tlie Planning Board has in the past year been deeply involved in the process of drafting
revisions to tlie Town's Master Plan and Zoning Regulations, in an attempt to address
some mounting conflicts and tensions within the community. Competing interests made
the task ofreviewing applications in Zone E not only extremely difficult but frequently
contentious and, in one instance, resulted in a lawsuit being brought against the Board.
Wliile the Board's decision was upheld in court, the impacts upon the financial and
emotional resources were high for all involved.
Charlestown has long prided itself in a freedom from zoning restrictions which few
communities with such a wealtli of resources dare afford. It now appears that we have
come to a point when we must begin to reevaluate the health, safety and general
welfare issues which are tlie basis of planning law and, as a community, come to grips
witli the potential impacts of unguided and unrestrained development. Charlestown has
infrastructure which is the envy of other communities, both in New Hampshire and
neighboring Vermont. Among the attributes which are currently atfracting potential
developers to our town are its large, readily developable, land parcels, having relatively
well-drained soils and access to the railroad, the interstate, three phase power, and in
some instances, to the municipal water and waste water systems. Because some of
tliese parcels may also be viable, if not prime, agricultural lands, in close proximity to
residential neighborhoods, our community and certain land-owners are now faced with
the need to make some critical decisions.
With tlie aim ofproviding information to enable residents to reach informed decisions
on the issues before iis, the Planning Board, in conjunction with and with assistance
from many community groups and individuals, has moved forward with all reasonable
speed and intensity to gather and compile the factual data into useful and
comprehensible documents. Additionally, we have utilized this data as the basis in
formulating the numerous zoning amendments which will be recommended to the
voters in March, to be voted in April.
The Board has put much research, thought and time into the amendments which will
be presented to the voters, meeting weekly and frequently twice a week, in addition to
joining with other groups also grappling with the critical issues of protection of our
resources and our neighborhoods. We would like to express our gratitude to tiiose who
have been equally dedicated to this sometimes painful process.
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We wish to thank CEDA/ T for initiating efforts to bring tlie Upper Valley 2001 and
Beyond program to Charlestown. It was a monumental undertaking and has generated
the interest and provided the focus necessary to motivate numerous individuals and
community groups toward becoming actively involved in the process of creating growth
and change within our community. Anotlier of tlie groups, the Zoning Re-evaluation
Committee, which we also here commend for their high level of persistence and
participation, is an out-growth of the Community Profile. Their members sat througli
many of our lengthy meetings, in addition to their own, to hammer out
recommendations for a new E-1 Zone in Nortli Charlestown Village, also providing
input to the discussions on the Drinking Water Protection Ordinance and revisions to
Zone E.
We also like to thank David Sussman, for his tireless dedication to the analysis
necessary to quantify the impacts ofvarious types ofdevelopment upon our community
and its taxpayers. His factual presentation of the data has been and will continue to be
essential to the process of revision of our Master Plan and ordinances.
And we especially wish to thank the members of CEDA, who, understanding the
importance of the dilemma with which the Town was faced, provided the financial
support for a study designed to evaluate the impacts of past industrial development on
the community, to develop criteria for evaluating industrial sites and then to evaluate
several sites within the community, utilizing the criteria developed in the second phase
of the study.
Members feel that, through the assistance of these groups and many other individuals,
we have been presented with a wealth of data on which to base sound
recommendations for the zoning amendments proposed. We have been buoyed by the
high level of participation in the process, especially because, at its best, zoning is a
compromise. Charlestown has reached a cross-roads, at which we must each, by our
vote, balance the rights of private individuals against the health, safety and welfare of
the community as a whole. This is not to say the community must change radically,
only that we must decide together what our fiiture will be and then choose a course
which can be reasonably expected to get us there. The process is not unlike taking a
vacation, in that we first must decide our destination (planning). We may depart our
cross-roads with a map and/or compass (ordinance/regulation) in hand to get us to our
destination. While we could continue to opt for randomly selected routes (Zone E) and
could possibly reach our destination quite by accident, we think that it is much likelier
in the former instance. We believe that the approval of the zoning and building code
amendments and the adoption ofthe Drinkirig Water Protection Ordinance will provide
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the compass and road map to get us from here to our desired destination.
We sincerely hope that all voters will take an opportunity to obtain copies of the
Housing section of the Master Plan, the Industrial Development Study, prepared by
Herr & James, and the proposed Zoning Ordinance, Building Code and Drinking Water
Protection Ordinance, which are tnily the products of the hard work and dedication of
many. Please take the time to read the suggested material, talk with Planning Board
members and/or attend a forum and become familiar with the proposed changes.
We firmly believe that endorsement of the proposed amendments will help to bring
about a strengthened tax base, protection of property values, economic betterment for
individuals and tlie Town, as well as greater safeguards for our drinking water supplies.
Thank you,
Sharon Francis, Chair Roger Thibodeau, Vice-Chair Kennith Champney
Henry Ferland Robert Frizzell Aare lives
Gail Fellows, Alt. Dianne Lessels, Ah. Daniel McPherson, Alt.
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RECREATION DIRECTOR'S REPORT
As 1996 comes to a close I would like to share some of the events and
accomplisliments that took place within the Recreation Department and in the
Town for recreational activities and events.
Fund-raising: The Recreation Department (through the efforts ofmany ) has
managed to raise approx. $5,000.00 to add to tlie Capital Reserve Building Fund
this year. Fund-raising events consisted of a baseball raffle. Winter Carnival
dance and broom hockey, soccer mug promotion, 3 on 3 basketball tournaments,
teen dances and a basketball foul-shoot to name a few. I wish to thank all of
those who helped organize the fimd-raisers and those who helped through
donations.
Recreation/Sports Programs: The following indicate the increase in the
number ofchildren participating in recreation programs over the previous year:
Baseball/Softball/T-Ball (112 players in 1996) (98 players in 1995)
Soccer (198 players in 1996) (176 players in 1995)
Basketball (100 players in 1996) (1 10 players in 1995)*
As you can see we have had a great turn-out for our programs and hope that die
trend continues in the future years. We can use all of the support that the
community has to offer. None ofthe success that we have had would be possible
if it weren't for the dedication ofparents and friends that volunteer time to coach
and referee in our programs. This year I would hke to thank all of the people that
made these programs possible and made them successful. Tliey are as follows
(I hope I don't forget anyone):
Basketball: Tracey Smith, CharUe St. Pierre, Rich Paskerta, Cheryl Ravlin, Beth
Gosekamp, Mike Gosekamp, Bob Bailey, Dan Champney, Mike Allen, Mike
Tenney, Shawn Chase, Mark Wilhams, George Baker, Ron Stewart, Art Bates,
and Mark Robbins.
Soccer: Marcia West, Paul Judd, Wendy Balcom, Tammy Freckleton, Gary
Ferland, Laurel West, Pat Crowley, Doug Webb, Mark Robbins, Bill Testa,
Terry Henderson, Jim Campbell, Vic St. Pierre, Ron Stewart, Kerry Johnson,
* due to change in school team lay-outs
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George Baker, Ross Houghton, Steve Blanchard, and many more who assisted
in the soccer program.
Baseball: Paul Judd, Bill McDonald, Doug Webb, George Baker, Mike Allen,
Ron Stewart, Kerry Jolinson, Rich Paskerta, David Weigel, Carolyn Greenwood
and many more who assisted with the Baseball/Softball/T-ball program. Too
many times these people who spend so much time in making these programs
work don't get the recognition that they deserve.
Town Pool: The pool had a good year in 1996. Shawn Stevens was the pool
manager and did a good job for us and worked well with the staff and the
Recreation Department. It is a challenge to find and properly train the staff but
I think that Shawn and his staff did a good job and maintained the high standards
that we like to see in our community. The pool staff also held costs down and
came in under budget for the season. We did have some concerns fi'om
townspeople about the hours that the pool was open and the fact that we close
too early in tlie season, however, as we have a lot of college students, it makes
it difficult when they have to be at school earlier than the local schools. We are
trying to address this problem for next year and hope we can work something out
that makes sense.
Winter Carnival: Winter Carnival always seems to be a big draw for the
Recreation Department and one of the reasons for that is the persistence of
Cathy Boivin. She has headed this event with the help of others and she does
a great job and executes it well. She has been a great asset to Winter Carnival
and to tlie Recreation Department through the years.
My sincere thanks to all who worked so hard in 1996. Let's look forward to






The last year has been a good one for our Recreation Programs. Some of the
numbers ofkids for certain sports was down, in others it was up. We also hired
a new Recreation Director, Rick Crowe. The Committee feels this was a very
productive move. Rick is very dedicated to the kids and programs of our
community.
Also, we had a survey to determine the needs of the Community regarding a
Community/Recreation building. The response was in favor of a program like
this. It is an ongoing endeavor for the Recreation Committee.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the coaches, parents and
volunteers for their help in our programs. Without their help we could not
accomphsh as much as we do. Finally, a thank-you to the Recreation Committee.
I feel we are very fortunate to have this group of people who donate so much of
their time. They are Bob Bailey-Vice Chairman, Sue Aliem-Secretary, Mark
Robbins, Barry Kinne, Jim Campbell, Mike Allen, Deimis Tliompson, Tracey






This survey is to determine the needs of the community in regards to a
Community/Recreation facility. This survey is designed to give the residents
of Charlestown an opportunity to have input in tlie contents and location of
such a facility in the Town of Charlestown.
1
.
Do you feel that the Town of Charlestown needs a Community/Recreation
facility? If yes, please complete questions 2 thru 6.
306 surveys returned: 266 yes, 40 no.
2. Please check the following items that this facility should incorporate.
197 A. Senior Center 232 B. Basketball court(s)
106 C. Indoor soccer 99 D. Game room
75 E . Weight room 229 F. Banquet room
206 G. Locker rooms 227 H. Kitchen facilities
56 I. Tennis court X J . other ( in-door pool, craft area,
volleyball, skating, slot-cars, etc.)
3. Wliat area of town would you like to see this facility located in? Give
approximate location by street or area landmarks.
Fling Road (across from transfer station). Patch Park, Town Pool area.
Rice's Field, Sullivan Street area, open field on Springfield Rd., North
Charlestown School area and others.
4. If this facility were to be built, what events do you feel could be held to
offset some of the operating costs of this facility?
Tournaments, sporting events, camps, concerts, dances, banquets,
dinners, craft shows, "buy a brick", membership fees, etc.
5. If this facility were to be built, do you feel that this facility warrants the
Recreation Department hiring a full-time Recreation Director? Explain :
Yes 167; No 65; Not sure/no answer 34
6. If a sizeable donation were to be made to make this facility possible, would
you as a resident and taxpayer be inclined to accept such a donation?
Yes 246; No 20
gg
REPORT OF FORT AT NO. FOUR LIVING HISTORY
MUSEUM
Thanks, in part, to the generous support of the Town in 1996, in
the amount of $5,500, the Fort entertained over 11,000 visitors
from all over the United States, countries in the Ear East, Asia and
Europe, conducted 23 separate events, brought over 500 re-
enactors, from points as far away as Pennsylvania and Ottawa,
Canada, and gave tours to 3,300 children, 130 ofwhich were from Charlestown.
The Fort employs 12 full or part-time staiBf, is grateful for the services of 1 5 full-
time volunteers plus the 20 members ofthe Board ofTrustees, and accomplished
all of this on a budget of $ 157,000 in tlie fiscal year ending March 31, 1997.
The Fort is Charlestown's liidden jewel and, with the enthusiasm and support
that is so evident in the people involved, we can become, in the near future, a
significant feature in the Valley and the Northeast. Such an atfraction can
continue to help the local economy immeasureably.
Early in tlie summer of 1996, the Board of Trustees endorsed the proposal to
conduct a re-enactment of a siege that was mounted on the Fort by the French
and Indians 250 years ago in 1747. A similar undertaking was conducted at the
village fort in Louisbourg, Nova Scotia two years ago, where, despite its remote
location on the eastern tip of the island, over 20,000 people attended. The Fort
at No. Four Siege on July 25, 26 and 27, 1997, should draw an estimated 12,000
people and the budget for the event is $130,000 to cover expenses.
To help defray some of this basic expense, tlie Fort is asking the Town to raise
and appropriate the sum reflected in the 1997 warrant. Recognizing that such a
request adds to the tax burden, the Trustees have offered free admission to the
residents ofCharlestown for the year, including the Siege event. The added tax
burden amounts to an increase of about $5.70 on a $1900 tax bill for a $50,000
house and die free admissions amount to $9 per person or $22.50 per household.
The staffand Board of Trustees thank you for supporting the Fort and invite your




CHARLESTOWN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
CEDA has had a very productive year helping the community of Charlestown.
Even thougli oiu" mission can encompass a wide range of community
involvement, since our beginning in 1983, we have mainly been involved with
tlie commercial and industrial development ofthe long-standing empty American
Optical property, now called CEDA PARK. This year, we sold our last lot. We
have been very pleased with the quality of the businesses we selected and they
have proven to be a great asset to the Community.
We have also been involved with land on Lover's Lane. As you know, the Town
has been testing possible well sites for several years to protect future needs. The
best site was found on the northwest comer of the Lover's Lane bridge over the
railroad. With the time and financial limitations ofthe Selectmen, and in the best
interest of the community of Charlestown, CEDA purchased this land,
subdivided it into 6 lots, and gave tlie well site, known as Bull Run, to the Town.
Tlie Town eventually bought another lot for protection, and we sold some of the
excess railroad land on the east side of the tracks to the abutting property
owners, the Davises. As you also know, the State replaced the railroad bridge
and a new Lover's Lane road this year, and now we have a more desirable piece
ofproperty with three lots for sale. Tliis was a great example ofhow CEDA can
help their community, with a Win-Win situation.
Recently, CEDA has met with the Selectmen and the Planning Board to find
common ground on issues to help each other. The result was the Planning Board
asking CEDA to fund a consultant study of three issues of interest: first, to
evaluate the economic benefits ofCEDA Park to the Town; second, to help the
Planning Board select criteria for industrial zoning; and third, to help the
Planning Board evaluate and suggest sites for future industrial zones. CEDA did
fund this consultant study up to $10,000, with the firm of Herr, James and
Associates of Meredith, New Hampshire. We hope the voters of Charlestown
will support the new industrial sites as proposed by their Planning Board.
CEDA has also been involved with the Toll Bridge situation and with the
possibility of getting a direct access road onto Route 12 at CEDA Park. These
both involve negotiations with the State ofNew Hampshire, utilizing a great deal
of energy, witli little success to date.
Many of the administrative needs ofCEDA have been contracted out to Sullivan
County Economic Development Committee (SCEDC), and their executive
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director Steve Marro. They also help the Town with aiiy long-temi facihties
planning and funding, and are a source for grants and other civic-related
activities of local government. Currently and in the future, CEDA will be
involved with a strategic planning process, which will enable us to decide ifwe
will purchase land to develop, or help land owners and developers with their
own projects, while remaining constantly vigilant of the quality and economic
benefits to Chariestown.
CEDA supported the Community Profile Program, tlirougli its sub-committee,
CEDA-Tourism. During the Community Profile, on the first niglit, a question
was asked~"Wliat could be the greatest result or the best thing we could do for
the Community of Charlestown?". Someone yelled out
—
"Cut the property taxes
in half, and there was a great roar of applause. This point of interest must be
taken seriously, and two familiar topics come to mind that have a very strong
economic relationship as to how to start work on this problem: the topic of
enhancing the zoning regulations in our community and the Fall Mountain
School District fonnula. Charlestown voters must realize how these issues are
tied to each otlier. Tlie other Towns in tlie Fall Mountain School District believe
tliat Charlestown has not kept its house in order, by making tough decisions to
protect property values. These points are verified by the number of Charlestown
studies in the school district, that point to the weakness of our zoning regulations, the
small minimum lot sizes, and lack of usual community efforts to protect property
values and thus keep taxes low. The results of a low value housing property that
enters our community and its tax contribution compared to the services needed;
school, road, police, fire, etc., causes everyone's taxes to increase. Citizens must
realize that this is not a personal issue-it is an economic issue that takes money fi"om
every taxpayer. Voters should show the surrounding communities that Charlestown
can make the tough decisions to protect our economic future. Consider supporting
restraints on low value housing property and enhancing our zoning regulations so that
the planning board has some teeth to protect our property values, thus help to keep
taxes lower.
Lastly, CEDA will continue to promote and enhance the economic climate of
Charlestown. Ifwe can be of any help or ifyou would like more information, please
contact us. Sincerely, Board of Trustees CEDA:
Leo Corriveau Irene Domini George Grabe, President
Gary Gray, Vice President & Treasurer
Mary Gray, Secretary
Jon LeClair Jeff Lessels Walter Harrington Bob Metcalf
Howard Mortenson Bill Testa Shirley Wakeman.
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REPORT OF CEDA/ T
CEDA-Tourism has had another exciting year. We have been involved with
many projects which promote and enhance the recreational, natural, cultural and
historic assets of our community of Charlestown.
One of our main interests is to help community groups insure the greatest
success when planning an event. To enhance success from the initial discussions
of an event, we suggest that community groups pick a common date, and then
work together to provide a wider variety of activities which will attract more
people. Then, all the advertising and promotion will benefit more groups by
attracting more people to our community to participate and spend their money.
We had a great summer with the WELCOME CENTER. We were able to use the
Bakery Building. We cleaned out the main floor, washed, painted, replaced a
window frame, replaced wainscotting, and replaced carpet. We thank all ofyou
who so graciously donated your time and effort to this worthwhile project. Our
purpose was to have a display area to promote our community. We had displays
by area artists. There was a changing display by the Charlestown Historical
Society. Local businesses like Boar, PAC, etc., displayed their products. The
Fort at No. 4 had a display. An attendant was on duty to supply information, give
directions and answer questions. We thank all those people who helped make
this a special place in Charlestown for travelers and tourists to stop. We
especially appreciated the great support and enthusiasm from the Seniors.
CHARLESTOWN YARD SALE DAYwas again a great success. It brought many
people to town and left local yard salers with their pockets jingling afterwards.
Again, excess fiinds were put in the Pride in Charlestown Scholarship Fund.
Another of our rewarding activities has been the local community newspaper,
OUR TOWN. It has grown from four pages to eight, and sometimes twelve.
Since its beginning, its founder Sue Dexter has been the main "Man for all
Seasons" regarding the paper, being responsible for everything to get the paper
out. Recently, as the paper has grown and the time commitments have increased.
Sue has finally asked for help and now tlie effort is shared by our committee. We
thank Sue for her faith, boundless energy and effort in keeping OUR TOWN
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alive. We ask anyone with an interest in lielping with the newspaper, to contact
us. We always need help.
Anotlier project of great satisfaction was the Community Profile. The steering
committee was initiated by Sliirley Wakeman and the Charlestown Rotary Club
and the co-chairmen were Pat Royce and Omer C. Aliem Jr. The event
cuhninated in September with the involvement of about 150 Charlestown
residents and business people. The purpose was to discuss various ideas and
views about the future wants and needs of our conununity. It was a great
success. You will learn more about tliis when you read the Final Report.
The project witli the rest area on Route 12 across from CEDA Park was special.
It was discovered that the Town of Charlestown was responsible for this area.
With all the stories and rumors about the uses of this area, it was determined to
clean it up, move tlie tables out front, cut some of tlie shrouding overgrowth, and
make it look clean and presentable for a family rest stop in Charlestown. We
tliank those people who took the time and effort to enhance tliis spot.
The recent community event that we still plan is the DAY OF CHRISTMAS IN
CHARLESTOWN. It really has turned into a very special day to herald in the
Christmas season in the early part of December, before it gets too busy. We
want to higWight the lights on Main Street and the Library property, along with
street decorations and activities for children in the ELVES WORKSHOP. This
year we also had church tours, music and singing, various food and gift sales, as
well as quih and hooked rug displays. We appreciate all the support for tliis
community wide event and know that tlie more activities that can be planned for
tliis day, the more success everyone will realize. The DAYOF CHRISTMAS IN
CHARLESTOWN is scheduled for Saturday, December 6th, 1997. Plan your
event now and enjoy community wide promotion, fun and success.
Our program for 1997 will include the continuation and expansion of OUR
TOWN. We hope to provide more information on a monthly basis regarding
community activities. We have started a calendar of events on the back page as
a monthly hst of events. We want reports from civic groups and church groups,
reports from the Selectmen and the planning board, reports from the recreation
committee and tlie Seniors: news and infonnation about the vitality and activities
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that make Charlestown a great place to live!
We're also beginning to work on the beautification of the entrances to
Charlestown. This will include a highway cleanup and maintenance program for
group participation, and also new attractive Community Signs at the entrances
to Town. We will help with the Sullivan County Agricultural Fair in September.
Ofcourse, we should all be aware of the SIEGE at the Fort at No. Four in July.
We will be helping by promoting the wearing of colonial outfits by the
businesses in the immediate area, and with a focus on our Welcome Center as
an information area. Because of this involvement, the CHARLESTOWN YARD
SALE D.4y will be postponed for a year, until July of 1998.
The status of the location of our Welcome Center depends on the plans of the
Selectmen, but we intend to continue the success of this activity wherever we
can.
Our routine meetings are Monday at 6:30 PM at Maplehedge. Anyone with ideas
or wiUing to give a little time and effort is welcome. We have to remember that
community spirit and participation make Charlestown special. Lastly, we want
to thank our Community for their continued support in our effort to Promote
Charlestown.
We Remain CEDA/ Toiuism:
Joan De Brine, Vice President Sue Dexter Brenda Ferland, Treasurer
George Grabe, President Lee Howard, Secretary Nancy Thibodeau
Sue Richardson PatRoyce Carolyn Towle JeffTowle
and our advisor fi-om the Eagle Times, David Kersula.
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HOME HEALTHCARE, HOSPICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
JANUARY 1, 1996 TO DECEMBER 31, 1996
ANNUAL REPORT
In 1996, Home Healthcare, Hospice and Community Services (HCS) continued
to provide home care and community services to the residents of Charlestown.
The following information represents a projection of HCS's activities in your
community in 1996. The projection is based on actual services provided from
January tlirough September 1996 and an estimate of usage during October,-
November- and December.
SERVICE REPORT
Services Offered Services Provided
Nursing 1,054 Visits
Child Health Nursing 5 Visits
Physical Therapy 367 Visits
Speech Pathology Visits
Occupational Therapy 7 Visits
Medical Social Work 45 Visits
Outreach 5 Visits
Nutritionist 3 Visits
Home Health Aide 1 ,0 1 Visits
Continuous Care Nursing 5,974 Hours
Homemaker 1 ,794 Hours
Office Visits 33 Visits
Child Health Program 26 Children
Home & Community Based Services* 6,120 Hours
*Home and Community Based Care is a Medicaid program which offers
extended home care services to individuals who are in need of nursing home
level care but can be maintained at home for a lower cost.
Total Unduplicated Residents-Served: 1 57
Regularly scheduled wellness clinics, child health clinics, prenatal and hospice




The actual cost of all services provided in 1996 with all funding sources is
projected to be $512,994.39.
Tliese services have been supported to the greatest extent possible by Medicare,
Medicaid, other insurances, grants and patient fees. Services that were not
covered by other funding have been supported by your town.
For 1997, we recommend an appropriation of$24,500.00 to continue home care
services at the current level.
Tliank you for your consideration.
REPORT OF THE MEDICAL BUILDING ASSOCIATION
1996 has been a relatively quiet year for the Medical Building Association. The
front and rear parking lots were seal-coated during the summer. This fall a large
tree was taken down and the stump was ground out. During the course of the






SULLIVAN COUNTY NUTRITION SERVICE
Sullivan Nutrition delivered over 7600 meals in Charlestown during the 1995-
1996 fiscal year. We served over 5800 meals at the congregate site in
Charlestown during the same period. We provided over 200 units of outreach
service to Charlestown during this period.
The home delivered nutrition services program provides nutritious meals to older
Americans, particularly those in greatest economic and social need, who are
homebound by reason of illness or disability and to those who are otherwise
isolated due to transportation problems. Services are designed to maintain or
improve the health of these older Americans, preserve and support their
independence and prevent premature or unnecessary institutionalization.
The congregate program provides a daily noon meal to seniors in Charlestown
at our congregate site in the Municipal Building Community Room. This
program provides our senior citizens with a nutritious meal and a chance to
socialize with other senior citizens.
Sullivan Nutrition provides over 95,000 meals each year to the senior citizens
of Sullivan County. 65,000 of these meals are home delivered. Our meals-on-
wheels drivers are responsible for checking on our clients each day when a meal
is dehvered. If tliere are any problems, the appropriate person or agency will be
notified.
We are presently facing budget cuts in many of the Human Services Agencies
throughout the nation and the state. At the present time we are not sure how
much the cuts miglit be to the Nutrition program. We may not lose any of our
state and federal fimding. It is a wait and see situation.
Sullivan Nutrition wishes to tliank the Board of Selectmen and the citizens of
Charlestown for your support of the Sullivan Nutrition program. Your concern
for the senior citizens ofCharlestown and Sullivan County is to be commended.
We are very thankful for the financial assistance we receive fi^om the citizens of
Charlestown.
Sincerely,
Rodney Walker, Executive Director
Sullivan County Nutrition Services , „„
UPPER VALLEY LAKE SUNAPEE REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION
ANNUAL REPORT 1996
The Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPC)
is a voluntary association of 31 towns. The Commission is concerned with the
development of comprehensive plans for beneficial and balanced economic,
environmental and social growth in the Region. It functions as a research,
resource and informational agency and, when appropriate, acts to obtain Federal,
State and other approvals, grants-in-aid, loans and similar assistance for
individual member towns and for the Region. The Commission provides
technical assistance to member communities in the areas of planning (land use,
transportation, water quality, etc.), mapping, community development,
grantsmanship and grant administration. In addition, regional studies, such as our
Regional Transportation Plan, and regional projects, such as household
hazardous waste collections and the Connecticut River Scenic Byway Study, are
undertaken to the benefit of more than one community.
In the past year, services such as our Planning Board training series and library,
which features maps, planning resources and US Census data, were available to
all of our member communities. Charlestown residents have taken advantage of
some of these services. A complete list of services which benefit our members
is attached.
In 1996, our work specifically for the Town of Charlestown included:
• Wrote a request for proposal for industrial zone study
• Provided modelperformance standards and definitions for industrial uses and
information about designating an industrial zone
• Discussed protection options for North CharlestowTi village
• Provided information on fair-share housing analysis
• Met with Planning Board to review Scenic Byway Inventory
• Created and provided map of agricultural lands, prime agricultural soils and
protected lands




Sullivan County Economic Development Council
(SCEDC)
Tlie following are some of the higliliglits of successful activities of the Sullivan
County Economic Development Comicil for the year 1996.
A. Obtained another Coimnunity Development Block Grant from the Office of
State Planning for the County. Their Grant will allow SCEDC to expand its staff
to four people in order to better assist the businesses within the County.
B. Continued to provide managerial and financial assistance to the Claremont
Foundry. They currently employ 52 people with plans to expand even further.
C. Assisted East Coast Steel, hic. witli its merger to the Claremont facility.
Tliey are now completely relocated to Claremont and are employing some 1 50
people with additional plans to expand.
D. Managed to expand our Revolving Loan Funds to approximately $1 million
dollars. Tliis money is utilized in stabilizing and assisting County businesses to
strengthen their financial positions.
E. Issued a Start-up loan to Maple Leaf Teclinologies and helped them locate
to Charlestown.
F. Assisted Clyde River Enterprises receive financial assistance to relocate from
Windsor, Vermont to Charlestown.
Our labor task force, after two years of meetings, has finally shaped the scope
of infonnation that we feel we need to bring the Sullivan County work-force into
the 21st Century. SCEDC has joined forces with the New Hampshire
Community Teclmical College, the University of Peiuisylvania, and the US
Census Bureau to jointly survey and monitor the area's labor picture. This will
involve surveys, phone calls, creation of data bases, and development of on-
going programs to enliance oiy ability to compete now and into the fixture.
SCEDC continues to market the region and its work-force around the world in
hopes of acquiring healthy, good-paying jobs for the citizens of Sullivan County.
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REPORT OF THE STUDENT CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION
The Student Conservation Association (SCA) continues to play an important role
in Charlestown's economic growth and quality of life. As the national
headquarters for America's oldest and largest conservation volunteer
organization, Charlestovm benefits both fi-om activities that draw volunteers
fi"om across the United States to SCA's main offices and fi^om the Association's
continued service and commitment to the community.
In 1996, SCA directed the public relations efforts for tlie Sullivan County
Agricultural Festival, which was held in Charlestown during the fall. These
efforts resulted in print advertisements in Yankee Magazine's Travel Guide and
the Boston Globe, pubhc service radio announcements on no fewer than ten New
Hampshire and Vermont stations, and feature stories in several editions of the
Eagle Times, the Valley News, and the News Leader. Radio station Q106
broadcast hve from the event, during which visitors from as far away as Boston
came to enjoy a day of fim and festivities celebrating Sullivan County
agriculture.
Also this year, SCA staff members assisted with frail work at Hubbard State
Forest that was requested by town leaders. Specifically, SCA staff members
flagged a proposed trail tfiat would connect two ends ofan existing trail to create
a loop trail ofmore than a mile. Once the trail was flagged, SCA arranged for
Bob Spoerl ofthe New Hampshire State Park System to walk the proposed trail
and ensure that its construction will not negatively impact any endangered
species or historical and archeological artifacts in the area. SCA is hopeful that
in 1997 a crew ofAmeriCorps members will be able to build the half-mile frail.
In an ongoing relationship with the Fall Mountain Regional School, SCA
supported the Fall Mountain High School's celebration of Earth Day by loaning
tools and equipment for students to use on various work projects. We look
forward to continuing this relationship in the years aliead.
With 45 employees in Charlestown, SCA also contributes to the local economy
and SCA's sfrong growth promises continued opportunities in the future. In
addition, more than 200 visitors travel to our North Charlestown headquarters
for training sessions and meetings each year, aiding Charlestown's growing
hospitality industry.
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Charlestown has been home to SCA for nearly two decades and we are pleased
to have a strong and growing partnership with the town and the surrounding
communities. We invite residents to visit SCA's offices on River Road for




This past summer, 32 children from Charlestown attended the YMCA Lewas
Day Camp, on Route 5 in Springfield, VT. Because we think that camping is
such a vital part of the childhood experience, we were pleased to work in
partnership with the town to provide scholarship opportunities for 13 of these
campers. Seven ofthe scholarships were financed by the Town of Charlestown,
and six additional scholarships were provided to Charlestown youngsters
through the generosity of a local donor. It is heart-warming to see the gratitude
expressed, by both parents and children alike, when they laiow they are able to
have a wonderfiil summer experience that might not otherwise be available to
them.
The Meeting Waters YMCA once again requests the amount of $1,000 to assist
in scholarship opportunities for the youngsters of Chailestown.
We thank the residents of the Town of Charlestown for their continuing support
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TRANSFER STATION COMMITTEE REPORT
After Town Meeting of 1996, a Committee was formed to study the operations
of the Transfer Station, to determine if the operation could be improved upon
from either an economic or efficiency stand-point.
During the year, the committee visited a niunber of other facilities, in order to
gatlier ideas as to what changes could be instituted to improve our handling of
materials.
Because we have the scales we have been able to weigh trash received from the
haulers and to calculate the relative percentages brought to the Transfer Station
by individuals versus that brought by by commercial haulers. The breakdown
in 1996 was 55% from the iiaulers and 45% from individuals.
In reviewing tlie cost of disposal, it is apparent that tlie residential customer pays
a much higher proportion of the to dispose of trash put in the hopper at the
facility.
As a result of our investigation, we will be making a recommendation to the
Selectmen for consideration in conjunction with their customary review of rate









Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1996
Portsmoiitli Paper
Caiion Tire $ 322.76
GMS Hydraulics $ 98.96
Grappone Industrial $ 132.12
R.N. Jolmson $ 42.08
Sanel Auto Parts $ 255.49
Wal-Mart $ 59.97
White House Auto $ 267.0U
Total Vehicle Expense
SOS Metal $ 311.13
Steve Fellows $ 111.00
Total Equipment
Other Expenditures
1995 Expenses paid in 1996 $ 1,9A1.%1
Sewer Dept.-pd. in error $ 440.00
Town of Charlestown-overpaid $ 1 4,595 .86
Total Other Expenditures $ 22,983.73
Total Cash Disbursements in 1996 $364,818.63
Balance on hand December 31. 1996 $143,638.57
Due from Sewer $ 480.00
Due from Gen. Fund $ 14,595.86
Due from Card. Haven $ 13,098.54
Accounts Payable $ 80.00
Cardinal Haven Mobile Home Park Account - Water Line
Income
State ofNH - Grant $332,962.00
Cardinal Haven Co-op $ 15.000.00
$347,962.00
Expenditures
Superior Excavating, Inc. $29 1 ,354. 1
3
T & M Associates, Inc. $ 39,078.25
Sullivan County Registry $ 23.32
$330,455.70
Balance on Hand December 3 1 , 1 996 $ 12,2 15.49
Due from General Fund $ 5,290.81
Due to Charlestown Water Fund - 1995 Expenses $ 13,098.54
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